
 

"The way a team plays as a whole determines its success. You may have the 
greatest bunch of individual stars in the world, but if they don't work together, the 
club won't be worth a dime."  
Babe Ruth 
    
 
I want to extend my greatest appreciation to everyone who attended our Annual 
Phurfest event – Bear Blanket Bingo a few weeks ago!  Overall we had an 
extremely successful event with great reviews and many pledging to return next 
year for more!  Thanks to all of our sponsors and volunteers who significantly 
contributed to this year‟s success, you have all done a wonderful job!    

 
I also want to mention that the official first year with the current Board of Directors 
team is wrapping up with elections for new officers and Members at large taking 
place on June 10

th
, we encourage you to join us for our election meeting held at 

Coco‟s on 7
th
 Street between McDowell and Thomas starting with dinner at 6pm 

and meeting from 7 – 9pm.  
 
Overall, I have to say that I have experienced an incredible year!  Moving here 
from Hawaii with just about a month and a half under my belt in my new home 
state, I joined the Bears of the West and started serving as President of the club.  
As many of you know, much of our board is comprised of new people to the 
organization, eager to jump start the club with its new identity or re-imagination. 
This new energy was fertile ground for rich ideas that allowed us to form a strong 
foundation for Bears of the West.  Putting it simply, the current board of directors‟ 
team worked well together.  I continue to be impressed with how our group has 
coalesced providing fun activities while at the same time strengthening the events 
that have become classic Bears of the West gatherings at several of our bear bar 
establishments. The support from our members, community, organizations and 
business owners has been nothing less than outstanding.  I‟m quite confident that 
the future of our club will be bright, entailing a new series of events to encompass 
our community and continue to strengthen our bridge with our brother bear club in 
Tucson – Bears of the Old Pueblo. 
 
This very well may be my last writing as BOTW President, however whether I am 
President or not next year, I will always be here to support the club and its 
members 100 percent!  Thank you for making my first year in Phoenix a fantastic 
one! 
 
Until next time… 
 
Ricky 
Bears of the West President – 2009/2010 
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     It was half way through the year and there had been minimal progress 

made on the planning of Phurfest 2010. The previous board had started 

some planning and at election time stepped down and handed the 

responsibilities to a fresh new inexperienced board. Scrambling to get 

things back on track and turn this event into something that a person 

could be proud of, the new board dug their heels in and held on tight. The 

new officers and board members started a rigorous planning session and 

used their skills and limited resources to pull together and figured out 

many solutions to the headache they had inherited. The plan was to 

make this better than just a suitable event and something to exceed all 

expectations.  

     As with any new group of people there are always growing pains and 

learning curves, but I‟d commend this group for learning fast and 

implementing great plans. The officers, with the help of the membership, 

held many meetings and spent lots of hours to get the planning just right. 

Was this a flawless event with no problems? NO! This was a great first 

effort and learning experience for the future. This event just showed some 

of the people that was questioning the resolve of this group that with 

friendship, planning, dedication and a growing membership that anything 

is possible. 

In closing I‟d like to say I am proud of this group and what they have 

accomplished and will give all the support I can to see that it continues to 

grow and just get better. The future looks bright and I can see this club 

becoming one that everybody will be talking about. The following groups 

played a key role in making sure this 2010 Phurfest was… “A HUGE 

SUCCESS”. A) The sponsors for this event  B) The officers and board 

members C) Committee members and volunteers including non-

members. 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Phurfest 2010 “A HUGE SUCCESS “ 
“Is this the beginning of a new chapter for BOTW?”                    Written by Editor:  Rodney T. 

 

It was half way through the year and there was some minimal progress made on 

planning of the Phurfest for the 2010 year. The previous board that had started the 

planning for whatever reason left the work to some inexperienced new officers. 

Scrambling to get thing back on track and make this event something that would not 

go down in the history books as a failure.  

The new officers started a rigorous 

planning session and used their limited 

resources to pull together and figure out a 

solution to make this not only a suitable 

event, but also try to make it the best 

Phurfest yet. There was a huge 

 

 

 
“The plan was to make this better than 

just a suitable event and something to 

exceed all expectations.” 

                   Thanks Ya’ll                            Written by Bubba B. 
 Phurfest is not a one-man-band but a full orchestra. Certain individuals went above and 

beyond expectations and need to be thanked. Two of the nicest individuals you would want 

to meet kept us completely entertained all weekend. Kerry kept the music flowing all 

weekend and his singing at the Luau made the night more magical for all. Eric (The MC) 

was the funny man and could also sing. Please check him out at Cherry Bar. Our VP Lee 

Holm did an excellent job wearing many hats and covering all the bases from 

sponsorships, run bags to the great scavenger hunt. The Grand Canyon Sisters deserve a 

big hand for all their incredible donations of time and items. Scott and Wayne from the 

sisters deserve a big kiss. Luxury Lighting blew us away with lights made just for us to 

use in the silent auction. Exposed Gallery once again donated beautiful artwork to 

support our great charity. Mike Fritz donated his own artwork and worked effortlessly 

all weekend. Ric Madrid did buzz cuts at Bunkhouse and donated all his proceeds. Bruce 

Alvin came and saved my assets at the silent auction. James Martin from Denver was a 

huge help to the club and hopefully we can return the favor to his club. Thanks to 

Joshua Hastings from the Phoenix Movie Bears and everyone else I forgot to mention, the 

list is too long. Thank You from the bottom of my heart.                                     
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  A New Members Point of View 

 I have lived in the Valley of the Sun for over thirty years, but the 

first weekend of May ranks as one of the best weekends I have ever 

had here. Phurfest 2010 was the welcome a new member of Bears of 

the West could hope for…friends old and new, and newly 

rediscovered and a host of fun events made the weekend one grand 

memory after the other. Never having been a member of a group like 

this before, I didn’t know what to expect for the events. Sure, I had 

helped out in previous years as a member of a different organization, 

but had not attended events as a member of Bears of the West. I was 

more than just pleasantly surprised; I was floored by the 

overwhelming sense of welcome and belonging exuded by the 

membership toward their newest members and guests. Not just 

cordiality or pleasantness, but bona fide affection and openness. At 

the end of the weekend, I had made dozens of new friends, gotten 

reacquainted with ones I had not seen in years, and strengthened 

bonds with yet more friends. Being relatively newly out (three years 

now), this was a new experience on so many levels and far and away 

one of the most rewarding ones I can say I’ve had in my life. I am 

looking forward to next years’ Phurfest with excitement – hoping to 

see more familiar faces, and make even more new friends. Oh and 

by the way…yes, I’m still removing the organic dental floss I 

acquired at the Bare Butt contest! 

Written by Scott Price (MC of the BEAR ASS CONTEST at BunkHouse) 

 

“Put it on my Tab!!” 

Since being elected as “Bar Liaison” for Bears of The West, it has 
been a very entertaining time. As most of you are aware, I do know a 
lot of people. I am fortunate to know most of the bar owners before 
they ever owned their bars. The tremendous support from our bars 
here in Phoenix has been nothing less than amazing. We came to 
them with the idea of starting a "Bearcard" which gives us discounts 
to their establishments along with other businesses, and they were all 
for it. The local bars were also big supporters of Phurfest this year. 
It really has been a pleasure working with Pat O from Bunkhouse, 
Steve from Cherry, Ron & Lee from Apollos, Michael and Doug from 
The Rock, Todd from Ice Pics, and Daddy Ron from Nutowne. I was 
also working with „n touch, Desert Knight News and Echo. I was in 
charge of sponsorship this year for Phurfest. Not knowing anything 
about it, I was told that I did a good job. I am very proud of the 
Phurfest committees and Bears of the West for all the hard work they 
did this year. I hope we have laid the ground work for future Phurfest 
events. I could not have asked for a better group of dedicated 
individuals to have worked with this year. I look forward to more 
exciting things the club will offer this year. Hope to see you out and 
about at one of our local pubs. 
 
Sincerely and Big Bear Hugs, 
Shawn White 

 

                                                           

 

    Phurfest Sponsors: 

 

 Desert Knight News 

 CHUTE 

 ECHO MAGAZINE 

 KerryLand Live Variety 

Entertainment 

 ‘n touch NEWS NETWORK 

 OFF CHUTE too 

 The Rock 

 Cherry BAR 

 APOLLO’s 

 Luxury Lighting 

 BUD LIGHT 

 ELBOW GREASE  

 BEAR WEAR ECT. 

 pjur 

 ID Lubricants 

 Leather Wear & Accessories 

 Tempe Convention & Visitors 

Bureau 

 NUTOWNE SALOON 

 Icepics videobar 

 Blue Moon Resort 

 A BEAR’S LIFE 

 Bunkhouse Saloon 

 CyberBears 

 BEAR FILMS.com 

 Desert Paradise Resort 

 www.RonHoustonGroup.com 

 FLEX PHOENIX 

 100 PERCENT beef 

 Bear Magazine 

 RICK MADRID (Barber) 

 OZZIE’s HAIR CARE 

 Palm Springs Piercing 

Company 

 Jonathan Scott (Massage/ 

Personal Training) 

 EXPOSED Studio & Gallery 

http://www.ronhoustongroup.com/
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Birthdays 

Matthew S.   May 25                     Michael M.  May 28 

Doug D.        June 04                     Rudy A.       June 05 

Bill M.            June 06                     Jerry B.        June 09 

Scott P.         June 10                      Todd B.        June 11 

Bill W.            June 21                      Mercer G.   June 27 

Latest Membership 

Bruce A.                                            Ken F. 

Chris E.                                               Eric B. 

 

                                   

Birthdays and New Members 

 

Phurfest Volunteer Party-- May 29 (The Rock) 
 
BOTW officer elections-- June 10 (Cocos)  
 
BOTW BBQ-- June 19 (Bunkhouse) 
 
Trailer Revue-- June 25 (Cherry Bar) 
 
Trip to Tucson (Beer Bust and Dinner)-- June 26  
 

 

Financials: 

Phurfest totals: $4000.00 + 

BOTW totals:    $2000.00 + 

 

Please send information and articles you‟d like posted in 

future newsletters to rturner30@aol.com 

 

Upcoming events  

 
JUNE 2010 

S M T W T F S 

30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

JULY 2010 

S M T W T F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9   10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19   20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 

Minutes from the previous meeting 
                                                              BOTW Meeting May 13 2010 
Welcome by President Rivera, 23 members in attendance, 6 for the first time. 
 
Minutes and Treasury Report read and approved. 
 
Gay pride parade was a HUGE SUCCESS with Kerry K providing great music and Lady Christian and crew riding on 
what should have been the winner of the tackiest float prize. Fun was had by all including the very supportive spectators. 
Booth space was shared with Patrick (Off Chute/Desert Knight News & 'n touch). 
 
Phurfest had great attendance all weekend and the bus service  
worked incredibly well for a first year usage. The run book was in  
full color and well received by all. Artwork for next year is still in the 
working stage. Quality Inn did a great job and hopefully can be used 
in the future. The pool was used all weekend and the weather was  
beautiful. 
Membership update - 108 members 
Officer nominations are going on now. Satisfaction with this group  
was noted and some hoped members would stay in their current  
positions. By-laws need to be checked and a full audit done. 
 
Adjourn 

          


